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A message from the Parish Priest
Fr. Ani Xavier OFM. Cap.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ 
Jesus,

As we journey through the season of Easter 
in the month of May, we rejoice in the joy 
of Christ Jesus who is risen and is alive. 
We reflect and recollect the call of Pope 
Francis in his recent apostolic exhortation 
“Christus vivit ”
“Christ is alive! He is our hope, and in 
a wonderful way he brings youth to our 

world.  The very first words, then, that I would like to say to every 
young Christian are these: Christ is alive and he wants you to be 
alive”. Yes. Our Lord is alive and he wants every one of us – young 
and old, religious and lay persons, men and women, children and 
adults – to be alive in Him. Let the resurrected life resurrect us 
from our graves of disbelief, darkness, hopelessness, hardened 
hearts and our past. Let us put on the glory of God in our day to 
day lives and illuminate the Lord’s love among our brothers and 
sisters.

The month of May dedicated in the honor of our mother Mary 
is a time to reflect on the model that Mary exhibits in her life. In 
his exhortation, Pope Francis mediates on the young woman of 
Nazareth in this light. 

In Para 44 of the exhortation, Pope Francis writes, “We are always 
struck by the strength of the young Mary’s ‘yes’, the strength 
in those words, ‘be it done’, that she spoke to the angel. She 
was determined; she knew what was at stake and she said ‘yes’ 
without thinking twice. Hers was the ‘yes’ of someone prepared 
to be committed, someone willing to take a risk, ready to stake 
everything she had, with no more security than the certainty of 
knowing that she was the bearer of a promise. “

Pope continues, “So I ask each one of you: do you see yourselves 
as the bearers of a promise? What promise is present in my heart 
that I can take up? Mary’s mission would undoubtedly be difficult, 
but the challenges that lay ahead were no reason to say ‘no’.”

Are we ready to Say Yes to the Will of God in our Lives? If so, we 
continue to be bearers of God’s hope and love to this world. That 
is when we can truly say that we are children of the Virgin Mother 
who with no fear said “Yes Lord”. Let us take a courageous step to 
always say Yes to the plan of God. If we say Amen to the plan of 
God, we can always be sure that we are on the right path no matter 
what difficulties we may face. The tunnels of darkness would end 
one day and we shall see the glorious face of Christ. 

“The city did not need the sun or the moon for light, since it was 
lit by the radiant glory of God, and the Lamb was a lighted torch 
for it.” (Revelation 21:23).

May Mary our heavenly mother continue to intercede for us that 
we may always do the will of God.
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1. Who are the religious leaders who 
continually tried to trap Jesus with their 
questions? 

2. Who went on missionary journeys to preach to the 
Gentiles? 

3. What was Jesus’ first miracle?

4. What is John the baptizer’s father’s name?

5. Which wood has been used by Noah to build the 
ark?

6. What disease did Jesus heal ten men of?

7. How many books are there in the Old Testament?

8. What is the name commonly given to the first five 
books of the Old Testament?
Pleae submit your answers with your name, age and contact 
details clearly mentioned at the parish office before 1 June 
2019.

FACT FILE: ST. JOSEPH

Date of birth: 90 BC

Date of death: July 20, AD 
18

Role in Bible: foster father 
to Jesus, a righteous man.

Patron Saint of: the dying, 
the Universal Church, families, fathers, expectant 
mothers, travelers, immigrants, house sellers and buyers, 
craftsmen, engineers and working people in general

Feast days: March 19 for Joseph the Husband of Mary & 
May 1 for Joseph the Worker

Patron Saint (countries): China, Canada, Korea, Mexico, Austria, Belgium, Croatia, 
Peru, Vietnam, regions of Carinthia, Syria, Tyrol, Sicily and several main cities and 
dioceses.

Artist depiction: St Joseph is shown with attributes of a carpenter’s square or tools, 
the infant Jesus, his lily blossomed staff, two turtle doves or a spikenard.
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Church Events
May 3 Thanksgiving day by Tamil community 
May 10 Malayalam community celebrates Labour’s day 
May 24 Catechism day 
May 29 Fr Abraham birthday  
May 31 Visitation of Blessed Virgin Mary

Get published ...
Submit your articles, poems and drawings in Parish 
Office to get published in the next edition of ‘The voice 
of St. Paul’s Catholic Church” before 30th May 2019


